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Members of the LMU community, from students 
to faculty to staff members to alumni, who are a 
source of hope or an agent of justice are honored 
at the annual Hidden Heroes event. The event 
begins with a dramatized performance written by 
playwrights who have interviewed the honorees 
about their work, followed by the honorees receiving 
their Hidden Hero Awards. 

The honorees are recognized for their work 
“under the radar,” being inspirations and motivational 
voices to the people who surround them. A group of 
playwrights is selected to interview the recipients 
of the award. They then write short monologues 
or scenes from the interview transcriptions to be 
performed in a public staged reading.

Having worked on Hidden Heroes as an actor 
in last year’s performance, to stage managing the 
whole event this year, I am humbled to be a part 
of such an important and exciting event. Being at a 
college in a dynamic city like Los Angeles, with both 
the wealthy and impoverished living together, we are 
constantly challenged to focus on important issues 
plaguing our communities. LMU’s Jesuit mission, 
emphasizing service of faith and the promotion 
of justice, encourages us at the CSJ Center to use 
creative theatrical means to give back to those 
constantly inspiring us and leading us into a better 
tomorrow. 

Hidden Heroes provides us with an opportunity 
to learn more about powerful and strong leaders 
in our community who are deeply committed to 
service and justice for all. This year the award 
honored five incredible people. One being an alum 
and the other a current student, Arturo Jordan 
Gonzalez who teaches at Our Lady of Victory in 
Compton, and Senior Political Science and English 
double major, Brooke Duplantier who is committed 
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See the CSJ Center 
giving page
lmu.edu/csjgive

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 28, 2019 
7:30-9:30 pm, Mayer Theater

Screening of The Florida Project, 
kick-off for CSJ Symposium

January 29, 30, 31, 2019 
CSJ Center for Reconciliation 
and Justice Symposium: 
Living on the Edge: Causes, 
Consequences and Action 
(see lmu.edu/csjcenter for more info)

January 29, 2019 
7:15 - 8:45 pm, Von der Ahe 
Family Suite, Hannon Library 
Voices of Justice Performances 
Dramatized narratives about  
human trafficking (C.A.S.T)

February 9, 2019 
2:00 – 4:00 pm, Murphy Hall 
Dramatized narratives about 
restorative justice  
(The Francisco Homes)

March 24, 2019 
Time: TBA 
Undergraduate Research  
Symposium 
Panel - Social Justice in Action: 
Service and Engaged Learning 
Experiences

March 28, 2019 
6:00 – 7:15 pm reception,  
St. Joseph Center, Orange, 
Auditorium

7:15-9:00 pm film screening 
Justice and Spirituality on Screen 
presents Incredibles 2

“Hidden Heroes provides 
us with an opportunity to 
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and strong leaders in our 

community who are deeply 
committed to service and 

justice for all.” continued on page 2
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to solving issues of food insecurities.
The event also honored Loyola Law 

School’s, Cindy Archer, Associate Dean for 
Clinical Programs and Experiential Learning, 
clinical professor of law, who persistently 
sustained the Justice Law Clinic; Elias 
Wondimu, an exiled Ethiopian journalist who 
founded Tsehei Publishers, which “exists to 
provide a platform for indigenous African 
knowledge production.”  

Lastly, custodian Enrique Ramirez, who 
recently was diagnosed with cancer, was 
honored. Ramirez’s story was a scene written 
and performed in Spanish, a conversation 
between Ramirez and his daughter, Arie. 
This touching and funny scene had the 
audience in a mixture of tears of sadness 
and of laughter. The piece, written by Luis 
Selgas, had projection translations of the 
text in English, so that both Spanish and 
English-speaking audience members were 
able to follow it. Being open to hearing voices 
of those with different languages than us 
and from different places around the world, 

provides a beautiful way for many more 
unheard stories to be voiced.

Members of the Hidden Heroes 
Selection Committee look out for appropriate 
candidates throughout the academic year. 
They are open to selecting students, faculty, 
staff, and alums from LMU and Loyola Law 
School who are leaders of social change. 

Hidden Heroes provides us with an 
opportunity to question and reflect on 
what more we can do to give back to the 
communities that empower us in our 
everyday lives. The dramatic performance 
ends each year with a concluding speech by 
all the actors, paraphrasing the directorial 
statement of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Orange. 

The actors stand up to form a line 
together to state, “To a wounded world in 
need of healing and compassion, in the 
midst of our vulnerably and emptiness, in a 
time of limited and unevenly shared global 
resources, we ask for the grace to stand with 
the poor, the suffering and the oppressed. 
We ask for the grace to heal. We ask for the 
grace to educate. We ask for the grace to 
liberate.”

Awardees from left to right: Arturo Jordan-Gonzalez, LMU Alumnus BA’10, MA’12, Principal of Our Lady of Victory Elementary 
School, Compton CA  •  Brooke Duplantier ’19 English /Political Science Major  • Cindy Archer, Associate Dean for Clinical 
Programs and Experiential Learning, Clinical Professor of Law at Loyola Law School  •  Elias Wondimu, Publisher and Editorial 
Director, Marymount Institute  •  Enrique Ramirez, Custodian, Facilities Management

 Doris Baizley with Hidden Heroes Awardees and Cast
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to heal. We ask for the grace  
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grace to liberate.”
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Director
by  
Judith Royer, CSJ and  
MaryAnne Huepper, CSJ

Celebrating 50 
Years of Creative 
Possibilities

During our 2018 fall semester, we had 
the opportunity to celebrate with the Jesuits 
and the Religious of the Sacred Heart of 
Mary the fiftieth anniversary of the Loyola 
University and Marymount College affiliation, 
now Loyola Marymount University. Through 
an invitation by Sr. Raymunde McKay, RSHM 
to Sr. Mary Felix Montgomery, CSJ, we joined 
the affiliation process. As a result, many 
CSJ sisters came to the campus in 1968 
as professors, staff, administrators, and 
students. A bond among us formed. Fast 
forward. This year through the invitation of 
Theresia de Vroom, Ph.D.,  Director of the 
Marymount Institute, we are participating in 
Collaboration and Creativity within the RSHM 
& CSJ Traditions, a part of the Bellarmine 
Forum.  Past and future events include 
Crossing the Line, January 31; Stories from 
The Francisco Homes, February 9. As we give 

thanks for the 
creative stories 
our histories have 
woven together, 
we look with 
anticipation for 
what is yet to 
come.


